
Abstract 

  
  

Sound has always been a major component of the modern motion 

picture. With the growth of the video game industry, composition course 

have begun to incorporate sound for game design.  Comparisons can be 

made between the theory of composition of music and the construction of 

soundtracks including Foley recording, sound effects and 

implementation.  Though initial instruction of sound design in these 

industries have the same foundation the intricacies of the industries 

provide rather profound differences when it comes to mixing and 

assembly of the soundtrack with the film or video.  By understanding the 

similarities of the motion picture and video game industries in regards to 

the audio contribution the differences can be determined and a more 

focused form of study can be provided to those interested in sound 

design as opposed to those pursuing careers in music recording.  By 

exploring the background education and experience of successful 

composers and sound designers in these to fields, distinctive composition 

and design styles begin to evolve.  The distinctive styles are what 

separate the successful film designers from the successful video game 

designers.  Due to the nature of video games and the changes that are 

determined by the user, the audio contribution must be as fluid as the 

game play.  Shorter musical themes are written for characters and 

locations that are then layered and mixed in real-time by the users 
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actions and the scripting language associated with the music files.  Film 

audio is linear.  Layer upon layer is added and mixed to provide a well-

structured and aurally pleasing soundscape complete with music, sound 

effects, ambient noises and dialog.  The limitations of space are not 

present as in video game audio.   Although music composition and sound 

design education have adopted technological advancements the end 

result is that in general, education has not evolved in regards to the 

differences in sound design. 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



The Development of an Enhanced Sound Design Curriculum 

	  

2	  

References 

Cowan, Sean (2011).  From mono to 5.1 and beyond… Professional 
Sound, 10(4), 45-49 
 
Brandon, Alexander (2007). Audionext: Soundelux Design Music Group – 
Extending the Reach of Audio for Interactive Entertainment. Mix, 31(8), 
64, 66 
 
Jackson, Blair (2005). Location Sound Effects Recording for Film: Eric 
Potter and John Fasal Have Become Hollywood’s Go-to Guys. Mix, 19(8), 
92,94-96,98,100 
 
Brandon, Alexander (2007). Audionext: Education Generation – Game 
Audio Programs on the Rise. Mix, 31(11), 74, 76. 
 
Lehrman, Paul D (2007).  Insider Audio: Get Your Game On. Mix, 31(2), 
22, 24, 118 
 
Safir, Bob (1996).  Musicmedia-The Sony Playstation: What Makes It Tick. 
Keyboard, 22(1.237) 136-137 
 
Brandon, Alexander (2007).  Audio Middleware. Mix, 31(3) 68 

 
Bridgett, R. (2008). Post-production sound: a new production model for 
interactive media. Soundtrack, 1(1), 29-39. doi:10.1386/st.1.1.29/1. 
 
Johnson, Heather (2005).  Audio Gains in Videogames. Mix, 29(11), 36-
38, 40 
 
Jackson, Blair (2004).  First-Person Psuedo-Reality of “Halo 2”: Making 
the Most of Surround for the Xbox. Mix, 28(12), 96, 100-101 
 
McLaughlin, Ryan (2003).  This Ain’t No Bleepin’ Pong: The Fine Art of 
Music in Video Games. Canadian Musician, 25(6), 42-44, 46 
 
Henein, Michel (2007).  The WoW Factor. Mix, 31(12), 54-56, 58-59 
 
Jackson, Blair (2008).  Sound for Picture: Crack that Whip! Mix, 32(6), 
50-52, 54 
 
Jackson, Blair (2002).  Gangs of New York: The Sound of a Growing City 
Splitting Apart at the Seams. Mix, 26(13), 82-84, 86, 88, 90 
 



The Development of an Enhanced Sound Design Curriculum 

	  

3	  

Cancellaro, Joseph (2006). Exploring Sound Design for Interactive Media. 
Clifton Park, NY: Delmar Cengage Learning 
 
Aaron Marks (2009). The Complete Guide to Game Audio: For Composers, 
Musicians, Sound Designers, and Game Developers. Burlington, MA: 
Elsevier Inc. 
 
Huber, David Miles, & Runstein, Robert E. (2010). Modern Recording 
Techniques: 7th Edition. Burlington, MA: Elsevier Inc. 
	  


